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The Opening Ceremony of the
Iranian Research Center for
Minority Rights and the World
Human Rights Day National
Conference was held at Shahid
Beheshti University

Coinciding with International
Human Rights Day on December
10, the official opening e T e o S o gt ik

ceremony of the “Iranian VR

Research Center for Minority Rights”and the World Human Rights Day National Conference was
held in collaboration with the Chair of Human Rights, Peace, and Democracy at Shahid Beheshti
University.

The official opening ceremony of the “Iranian Research
Center for Minority Rights” and the national conference for
International Human Rights Day took place in collaboration
with the Chair of Human Rights, Peace, and Democracy at
Shahid Beheshti University. The event was attended by a
group of university professors, legal scholars, representatives
of minority and ethnic groups, researchers, and students in Salam Hall of the Human Rights Chair
at this university.

During this ceremony, several representatives of religious minorities in the Islamic Council, the
Legal Assistant to the President, law professors from Shahid Beheshti University, Bu Ali Sina
University in Hamadan, Hazrat Masoumeh University in Qom, Islamic Azad University (Central
Tehran Branch), as well as heads of ethnic organizations and assemblies delivered speeches. They
inaugurated the "lranian Research Center for Minority Rights"," promising to conduct legal and
scientific activities concerning minorities and ethnic groups, and to promote the model of
historical and peaceful coexistence of the "united nation of Iran" both regionally and globally.
Dr. Mehdi Nouraei, a member of the academic staff and
director of the Human Rights Department at the Research
Center and Chair of Human Rights, Peace, and Democracy at
Shahid Beheshti University, opened the ceremony by
referencing the anniversary of the adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. He noted that this
declaration led to significant advancements in the protection of human rights, resulting in various
human rights documents being approved and countries striving to promote these principles. He
emphasized that the issue of minorities has been in focus since the establishment of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. In this regard, Imam Khomeini highlighted and paid special attention to minority
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issues, which were also taken into account during the preparation and approval of the country's
highest national covenant: its constitution.

He added that fundamentally, the perspective of the Islamic Republic revolves around
multilateralism and is based on an equitable and non-discriminatory approach toward all
segments of society, regardless of ethnicity, language, or religion.

Referring to the presence of five representatives from religious minorities in Parliament, Dr.
Nouraei stated: "The protection of the rights of all Iranian people should be prioritized on the
legislator's agenda, and special attention should be given to it. We are pleased to live in a society
that has not been indifferent to this issue."

The director of the Human Rights Department at the Research Center and Chair of Human Rights,
Peace, and Democracy at Shahid Beheshti University also emphasized the importance of initiating
the work of the "Minorities Rights Working Group" and opening the "Iranian Research Center for
Minority Rights". He expressed hope that in the coming years, with the cooperation of the
"Iranian Research Center for Minority Rights" specialized conferences and meetings involving
minority groups will be held.

Dr. Ahmad Kazemi, the head of the "Iranian Research Center for
Minority Rights", presented a report on the process of
establishing the center and launching its website in both Farsi and
English ( irrcmr.com), as well as the center's future plans. He
stated: The “Iranian Research Center for Minority Rights” targets
three levels: national, regional, and international."

Referring to the thousands of years of coexistence among minorities and ethnic groups in Iran,
Dr. Kazemi emphasized the need to promote the Islamic Iranian model in this regard, as well as
to enhance our country's scientific and legal activism in the field of minority studies at both
regional and international levels. He noted that despite our rich historical heritage, there has
been a gap in this field within our country regarding many achievements in "legal studies" and
science related to minorities.

The author of the book "The Concept of Minority in International Human Rights Documents"
added that holding training courses, meetings, and scientific conferences, supporting the
publication of theses, books, and articles in the field of ethnic and minority rights, and
participating in regional and international assemblies are among the future activities planned for
this center.

Dr. Kazemi, acknowledging the widespread support from minorities and ethnic groups for the
establishment of this center, expressed gratitude for their backing. He urged all professors,
researchers, students, and interested parties to contribute to promoting and elevating this
center, which belongs to everyone, by assisting with legal and scientific studies concerning
minorities and ethnic groups.

Dr. Sattar Azizi, a professor in the Department of International Law at Bu Ali Sina University in
Hamadan and author of the book "Supporting Minorities in International Law," also expressed
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his enthusiasm for the establishment of the "Iranian Research

Center for Minority Rights". He expressed hope that this

center will play a significant role in research activities related

to minorities and ethnic groups, facilitating the consultative

transfer of these outputs to the decision-making bodies of the

country, thereby creating positive domestic and international

impacts for our beloved Iran.

He pointed out that "Gandhi" once said that the true measure of democracy is reflected in how
minorities are treated. He added that respecting the rights of minorities is essential for
strengthening national solidarity and preventing tensions between different groups within any
society. From an international perspective, this issue could serve as a suitable model for a region
that is unfortunately plagued by conflicts among various ethnic groups and religions.

Dr. Azizi further praised the actions of the 14th government regarding ethnic groups and
minorities but noted that more work needs to be done in this area.

The professor from Bu Ali Sina University emphasized the social responsibility of all elites in
strengthening solidarity among both minority and majority communities. He stated that elites
representing minority groups should highlight the common aspects of national identity shared
by all Iranians, regardless of ethnicity, language, or religion, utilizing all unifying elements found
within Iranian and Islamic culture to help strengthen national solidarity. However, he pointed out
that the social responsibility of elites from majority groups is greater than that of minority elites,
as those in higher positions bear more moral responsibility. While it is natural for minority elites

to advocate for equality, true courage and moral integrity are demonstrated when majority elites
prioritize respecting minority rights and equality.

Dr. Ara Shawardian, the representative of Armenian Christians
in Tehran and Northern Iran in the Iranian Parliament, also
stated at this ceremony: "Today, we live in an era where
respect for ethnic groups and minorities is essential for peace
and peaceful coexistence. In today's world, supporting the
rights of minorities is not only a duty but also a means to
prevent social tensions, ultimately leading to the creation of a stable society."

He added: "The Islamic Republic of Iran, with its rich history, has played a significant role in
promoting the rights of minorities. The fundamental rights of Iran include the freedom for
minorities to practice their religious affairs as stipulated by law. Religious minorities have
contributed to all historical aspects of the country. The connection between minorities and
human rights is another important issue because, without respecting the rights of minorities,
human rights will be incomplete in any society. The Islamic Republic of Iran serves as a successful
model in respecting the rights of minorities."

The representative of the Armenian Christians in Tehran and Northern Iran in the Iranian
Parliament continued: "The establishment of the 'Minority Rights Research Center' and its
detailed analyses can correct misconceptions and stereotypes about the status of minorities and
provide a better understanding of them within society. Our country is home to various ethnicities
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and religions, and we have demonstrated to the world an example of constructive interaction by
fostering harmony and coexistence among different faiths. Dr. Shawardian emphasized: 'The
“Iranian Research Center for Minority Rights”can serve as a platform for representatives and
politicians of minorities by holding educational workshops and creating opportunities to share
our country's successes with other nations."

Dr. Homayoun Sameh Yah, the representative of the Iranian
Jewish community in Iran’s Parliament, stated: "Imam Khomeini
always emphasized the unity of discourse. In many of Imam's
speeches regarding this unity, it can be concluded that the
cohesion of all members of Iranian society, regardless of their
beliefs and ethnic backgrounds, will foster unity, just as Cyrus
did 2,500 years ago."

He added: "One of the factors of unity is the mutual respect people have for each other's
opinions. We, the community of religious minorities who believe in divine religions—or by any
other name we choose to call ourselves—do not consider ourselves separate from Iranian
society. For example, we, as the Jewish community of Iran, who entered this land 2,500 years
ago due to the efforts of Cyrus, believe that we, the Jews of Iran, are even more Iranian than the
Muslims of Iran. The culture of our community is deeply intertwined with that of Iranian society.
Our language is Persian, and our names are Iranian names. We do not see ourselves as separate
from Iranian society, and we truly love this country. It is just that some people fail to distinguish
between Jews and Zionism, which causes disappointment."

Dr. Behshid Barkhordar, the representative of Zoroastrians in the Islamic Council, also spoke at
this ceremony: "Today is International Human Rights Day,
which commemorates the adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights by the United Nations General
Assembly on December 10, 1948. However, it is also
important to recognize that the Charter of Human Rights by
Cyrus the Great was written in 538 BC, making it one of the
oldest historical documents in the world and a source of pride for us Iranians. This charter
promotes a world free from discrimination and prejudice, calling upon all peoples and religions
to adhere to moral principles. Moreover, in verse 13 of Surah Al-Hujrat in the Holy Qur'an, God
teaches humanity the foundations of human rights, stating: 'O people, We have created you from
male and female and made you into nations and tribes so that you may know one another.'
Indeed, those who are most honorable among you are the most pious."

She added: "We hope that in the future we will be able to collaborate with this center in the fields
of education and research in alighment with the goals of the Minority Rights Research Center,
and that this center will be able to introduce Iranian culture, thought, and character to future
generations and to the world."
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Dr. Baqir Ansari, Assistant to the Vice President for Legal Affairs, said at the ceremony "Minority
rights are so important that the first sub-commission of the
Human Rights Commission focused on minority rights. During the
drafting of the International Covenant on Human Rights, there
was a discussion about whether the rights of minorities should be
included in such an important covenant. The last article of the
Covenant on Civil Rights is dedicated to minority rights in terms of
its content, which is indeed included with specific wording. Since then, many efforts have been
made to clarify the rights of minorities."

He added: "The legal assistant to the president stated that in international law, there is a
declaration entitled 'Declaration of the Rights of Religious, Ethnic, Linguistic, and National
Minorities.' This declaration identifies five essential rights for minorities, the first of which is the
right to enjoy their culture. Additionally, it emphasizes the right to maintain one's own lifestyle,
the right to participate in government policies and decisions, the right to establish minority
associations and organizations, and the right to engage in free and peaceful communication with
members of the minority community and other individuals at the international level.

Dr. Ansari added: "Sometimes it is argued that in an era where all affairs are becoming globalized,
what does it mean to support the rights of minorities? If we defend the rights of minorities in this
context, are we not creating isolated islands that resist participating in global developments? It
may also be suggested that some minorities uphold practices that violate human rights by
adhering to outdated traditions. In our country, there is ongoing debate about whether the rights

of minorities at the national level pose a challenge to national security."

He continued: "These are important issues that the “Iranian Research Center for Minority
Rights”can address, particularly regarding whether the rights of minorities are individual rights
or collective rights."

Dr. Ahmad Momeni Rad, Associate Professor in the Public Law Department at Tehran University,
also spoke at this ceremony: "The collection of documents related I
to international law and human rights has placed special emphasis
on the rights of ethnic, national, linguistic, and religious
minorities. After World War |, when the League of Nations was
established in 1920 and until 1946, when World War Il ended,
significant developments occurred. Notably, in 1935, the
Permanent Court of International Justice addressed minority rights in relation to minority schools
in Albania, and ironically, Iran had an influential opinion on this matter.

Dr. Momeni Rad added: "With the formation of the United Nations and the creation of its Charter,
which serves as a foundational document for international relations and human rights, minority
rights were also recognized. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, along with the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic,
Social, and Cultural Rights in 1966, pertains to the rights of minorities. The 1992 UN Declaration
on the Rights of Minorities emphasizes that the provisions of this declaration should not be
interpreted in a manner that contradicts the organization's goals; specifically, they should not
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undermine international peace and security, nor the independence and territorial integrity of
countries. The application of these rights should not harm the nation as a whole."

The Associate Professor in the Public Law Department at Tehran University concluded: "God
states in verse 13 of Surah Al-Hujrat that He has created you all from one parent, making you all
children of one lineage. He also mentions that He created you branch by branch and tribe by
tribe. Linguistic, ethnic, racial, and geographical differences exist so that you may recognize one
another. If all humans were alike, life would be impossible. Allah further emphasizes that the
criterion for excellence is piety, rather than racial, ethnic, or tribal distinctions."

Dr. Morteza Talee Masuleh, a founding member of the Talshan Association living in Tehran, also
stated at the opening ceremony of the "Iranian Research
Center for Minority Rights": "European scholars assert that the
first source for writing about human rights is the Charter of
Cyrus the Great." He noted that the second source used to
compile human rights is the teachings of heavenly religions,
and the third source consists of human thoughts developed by
elites throughout history.

He added: "One of the issues that can strengthen the foundation of the Iranian people's identity
is the noble culture we have inherited from our ancestors." Iranian culture is enriched by all
ethnic groups and minorities that have achieved great success together.

Dr. Talee Masuleh further emphasized that the establishment of the "Iranian Research Center for
Minority Rights" is a commendable initiative, and one of the important issues this center should

address is leveraging the capacities of ethnic groups and minorities in human rights diplomacy.
In his speech, Dr. Ali Rahbar, the head of the Turkmen House, pointed out that language, dress,
myths, rituals, and traditions form the complex fabric of W
culture. He added: "Iran is composed of various ethnic groups |
that have coexisted and are intertwined. Without these tribes,
Iran would have no meaning."

Emphasizing the need to protect Iranian identity and pride and
to prevent their appropriation by other countries, he stated:
"Throughout Iran's history, all Iranian ethnic groups have ruled this land, and their contributions
during different periods have strengthened Iran. We are all Iranian, and we take pride in our
identity."

Dr. Seyed Hossamuddin Lasani, associate professor in the Law
Department at Hazrat Masoumeh University and a founding
member of the "Iranian Research Center for Minority Rights",
remarked during the ceremony: "Dr. Kazemi, by establishing the
Minority Rights Research Center, has effectively pursued the
academic concerns he developed during his university studies
regarding minorities."

He added: "The issue of minority rights globally remains one of the major concerns for humanity.
Today, it is evident that even in many European countries, there are violations of minority rights,
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with various cases currently under investigation. For this reason, promoting scientific and legal
studies in this area is invaluable."

Dr. Mir hossein Mir Mohammad Sadeghi, full professor in the Criminal Law Department at
Shahid Beheshti University, concluded the World Human
Rights Day national conference and the opening ceremony of
the “Iranian Research Center for Minority Rights”by thanking
the organizers. He stated: "Before the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, individuals were
viewed as duty-oriented subjects. However, with the adoption
of this declaration, this perspective shifted, and individuals became recognized as rights-oriented
subjects—a concept emphasized by divine religions prior to this change."

He pointed out that executive guarantees in the field of human rights have been strengthened;
however, he criticized the existence of double standards in human rights practices.

A professor in the Department of Criminal Law at Shahid Beheshti University further stated:
"From the perspective of international law, although human rights are indivisible, the identity,
cultural, religious, ethnic, and regional components of individuals cannot be ignored. This
approach is also reflected in international human rights instruments, and governments are
obliged to observe and promote it."

Dr. Mir Mohammad Sadeghi went on to emphasize that the
violation of minority rights has led to the perpetration of serious
crimes on the global stage. He added: "International crimes are

primarily caused by a sense of racial or religious superiority. Just
as the Nazis committed atrocities against the Jews driven by this
feeling, today Israel also commits international crimes against
Muslims with the same sense of superiority, believing that others should serve them."
Emphasizing that even ordinary crimes motivated by racial or religious supremacy will result in
harsher punishments, he noted that this feeling of superiority has led to genocidal crimes,
including those in Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia, which is known as Umm al-Jarim.

The full professor in the Criminal Law Department at Shahid Beheshti University added: "The
solution lies in returning to the Qur'anic principle that all human beings possess inherent dignity
and that no one is superior to another—a notion also affirmed by other divine religions."

During this ceremony, a video introducing the Minority Rights Research Center, along with two
clips commemorating World Human Rights Day, was shown to attendees.

It is worth mentioning that the "Iranian Research Center for Minority Rights" aimed at promoting
scientific and academic studies about minorities and ethnic groups, was initiated by a group of
Iranian university professors in the field of international law, with the participation of
representatives from various minorities and ethnic groups. After undergoing the necessary
scientific and administrative processes and obtaining the required standards from the Ministry
of Science, Research, and Technology, it has received an official license to operate.

The "Iranian Research Center for Minority Rights" website at irrcmr.com has commenced its
activities in both Persian and English languages. It features scientific articles, news, and events
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related to minorities and ethnic groups in Iran, the region, and worldwide. The site also includes
a multimedia section (podcasts and videos) containing scientific and legal content regarding the
rights of ethnic groups and minorities, as well as introductions to new books on minority rights
and other topics related to international minority rights.

Those interested in collaborating with this center can visit the "Collaboration" section on its
website and complete the cooperation form.
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